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Dear Editor

ne of the problems in developing countries

is the phenomenon of working children or

so-called street children, which is expand-

ing with the expansion of urban poverty

and other social problems. Street children
are people under the age of 18 who live or work on the
Streets, have no family, or are displaced due to financial
poverty [1]. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNI-
CEF) divides these children into four groups: those who sell
in the streets, those who are begging, those who engage in
illegal activities, drug trafficking, and similar crimes, and a
group involved in prostitution [2].

Street child is a growing phenomenon in Iran, which due
to the characteristics of life, is the source of many health
misconducts. These behaviors not only harm the child but
also endanger the health of society. Street children are en-
gaged in peddling, begging, or other activities almost every
day from the first morning to the evening in fixed and des-
ignated places [3].

Due to their special living conditions, these children
are exposed to physical and psychological harm. For this
reason, this is necessary to support them in the context of
defending and protecting children’s rights. Due to their par-
ticular lifestyle and low educational literacy, these children
have many health problems, including collecting household
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and infectious waste, contact with contaminated needles,
parental addiction, drug abuse, living in unsanitary and sub-
urban environments, sexual and physical abuse, nutritional
problems, mental health problems, immune system diseas-
es, and other high-risk behaviors that predispose people to
a variety of diseases such as malnutrition, anemia, gastroin-
testinal disorders, and infectious diseases such as hepatitis
HIV and tuberculosis [4].

On the other hand, due to the prevalence of the Covid-19
pandemic in the world and Iran and the high transmission
power of this virus in the community, the vulnerability
of this group has increased. The presence of children in
crowded places, street level, and high-risk activities such as
garbage collection has made these children more prone to
coronary heart disease than others [5].

These children can quickly spread the virus in the family
and community due to various reasons such as negligence,
inadequate education, financial inability, lack of access to
the necessary medical facilities, and as a result, do not fol-
low the required steps for treatment [6]. While spending
the day in public and on the streets, this group not only does
not wear masks and gloves, they do not even know the cor-
rect ways to prevent coronation, and they easily ignore the
principles of individual hygiene [7].

According to the above, street children naturally suffer
from severe deprivation. They are in financial, and liveli-
hood constraints and are doubly poor in terms of education,
culture, and society, which are high-risk groups and prone to
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developing. They are sensitive to Covid-19 morbidity; also,
the negligence of the authorities in paying proper attention
to this group makes the efforts of the health care staff and
the people to break the chain of the disease remain fruitless.

Providing legal conditions for using the country’s strategic
reserves for financial, educational, health, and other essential
needs of the low-income groups, especially working children.

Identify working children and create a comprehensive
database of their living conditions, prepare and provide tar-
geted support packages, ongoing cooperation between gov-
ernment agencies and charities and other non-governmental
organizations to maximize coverage of these children and
their families, conduct continuous diagnostic tests of them,
ensuring non-morbidity to Covid-19 and providing online
education services for those working children who are
s$tudying, should be considered by government officials and
non-governmental organizations.
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